


WHY DO WE, LIKE JOSEPH’S BROTHERS, DOUBT THAT WE’VE BEEN FORGIVEN? 
 

Joseph had forgiven his brothers in Genesis 45:1-5, but when Jacob died, they thought 

that Joseph would take revenge upon them (Gen. 50:15). God has forgiven us, but at 

times, we may wonder if He is somehow still harboring a grudge. On occasion, we 

may be reminded of the depth of our sin and think, “Surely, God can’t forgive me.” 

But we must remember that Jesus has completely atoned for our sins. We also need to 

remember that no one forced God to forgive us in the first place. God wanted to forgive 

us; God chose to forgive us. He did so freely and forever.

HOW CAN JOSEPH’S STORY BRING US COMFORT AND HOPE IN THE MIDST OF OUR TRIALS? 
 

A number of features in Joseph’s story bring us comfort and hope as believers. Even 

though Joseph went through many difficult trials, God was always with him. He was able 

to experience God’s blessing and favor in all circumstances. God is able to take even 

the worst of things and bring something good out of them. When we follow God, we can 

have hope in His power to exalt His children. As Joseph’s story shows and the apostle 

Peter taught us, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that 

at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares 

for you” (1 Pet. 5:6-7).

WHAT MIGHT IT LOOK LIKE FOR US TO BE FORGIVING LIKE JOSEPH? 
 

Like the covenant family in the Old Testament, the church family is full of sinful and 

broken people. It is inevitable that we will sin against others and be sinned against 

ourselves. All of us need forgiveness, and we all need to forgive. Jesus and the apostles 

said we should not repay evil for evil; instead, we should love and bless even those who 

sin against us (Matt. 5:44; Rom. 12:14-17; 1 Pet. 3:9). But how? Peter wrote, “Above all, 

keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.” (1 Pet. 4:8). 

Joseph, and ultimately Jesus, have shown us the way. May we be a people who love and 

forgive just as we have been loved and forgiven.
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